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got his unfortunate partner and child disposed of to his satis- 
faction, I understand he intended to pass part of the winter 
with you, so you know all this already. 

All my hopes of getting my children educated by the parson 
and his better half at Vancouver, have vanished the misunder- 
standing between them and the doctor ran so high as to ter- 
minate in blows before they parted in consequence of which, 
I hear their Reverences go home. Would to God my means 
admitted of my quitting this wretched country of which I have 
so long tired, at once and that I was snugly berthed somewhere 
close by you to reap the invaluable benefit of your experience 
and good advice, but as it is I must linger on reluctantly some 
time yet. While I am able to add to my means I am reluctant 
to leave till I have enough to enable me to live out the few 
years I have to pass in this world and make some provision 
for my little ones without entirely depending entirely on what 
might be made by any business I might be necessitated to enter 
into, and for which perhaps I might be ill qualified. But be my 
means what it may on account of getting my children educated 
I must not defer clearing out long the unanswerable arguments 
in your last letter have made a great impression upon me. I 
have a brother in Richimbucto New Brunswick who lately com- 
menced a shop, last year I advanced him some money to assist 
him to get on, he was but a child when I left home, but from 
his letters I judge him to be a sensible shrewd man and am in 
hopes he will do well, he is not married, — perhaps should he be 
successful perhaps I might get him nearer to your neighborhood 
to assist me in some business. 

Perhaps I may go to Vancouver with the steamer but be 
assured not as Captain. 

Please offer my best respects to Mrs. E. , With most sincere 
good wishes I am My dear Ned 

Yours ever sincerely & truly 

JOHN WORK. 
Edwd. Ermatinger. 



American Interference in Canada. 

John Work, again writing to his friend, Edward Ermatinger, 
described his own rugged ideas of religion, and also takes oc- 
casion to refer to the Yankees trying to interfere with Canadian 
affairs. 

Steamer Beaver 24th October 1839 
My dear Edwd. 

I have had the infinite pleasure ~>f receiving your highly 
valued and friendly favour dated 1st April 38 and more of see- 
ing our friend Tod who speaks in raptures of the country where 
you are situated, and of the success which has attended you 
and above all of the high rank you have attained in the estima- 
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tion and respect of all the most respectable with whom you 
come in contact, all this is nothing more than I would have ex- 
pected, for I was always sure that your honourable upright 
principles would not fail to command the highest respect with 
all to whom you should become known. Go on and prosper 
my friend. May the Almighty crown your endeavours with suc- 
cess. I deeply deplore the misfortune which befel you in the 
loss of your dear children, I am a father and can easily conceive 
how keenly you and Mrs. Ermatinger must have felt the blow, 
but at the same, time I am gratified to find, that through Chris- 
tian resignation you bore it with fortitude. Whatever my friend 
may be said by scoffers about Religion my friend it is our only 
resource in the day of misfortune, and will support us when all 
other resources fail. I am not speaking of mere professional 
religion, but of the genuine Religion of the heart which is prac- 
ticed not from show, I am led to these observations from a con- 
viction that there is too much show and parade in the Religion 
now practiced in the Columbia, not only at Vancouver but else- 
where. It is too puritanical, and as far as I can learn little good 
has hitherto resulted from it, at least there is little or no per- 
ceptible improvement in the morals of the people whether whites 
or blacks. On enquiring when last at Vancouver I was in- 
formed that cases of Venery in the hospital were as frequent as 
ever. I trust that you will not suppose that I am insensible to 
the blessings of Religion, on the contrary be assured that the 
reverse is the case, but I certainly detest hypocrisy which I con- 
sider to be the greatest enemy that can be to the Maxims of 
our Blessed Redeemer, but enough of this. From some recent 
American papers I learn that your Yankee neighbours are still 
endeavouring to disturb the peace of the Canadas and deter- 
mined to force liberty (or what they consider such) on you 
whether you will or not. But it is to be hoped that their de- 
signs will be frustrated, at least they are not likely to find John 
Bull such a slack customer as the poor Mexicans were. Ere 
now I hope everything is quiet and that business is again be- 
come active and everything going on well with you. I am happy 
to find that Mr Dease is getting on well. Remember me to him. 

I left Mrs. W. and the three youngest girls at Fort Simpson 
well, the two oldest ones are in the Willamet with a Mr and Mrs 
Lesslie, American missionaries, and I am told are improving 
fast particularly in English. During the last year I have been 
at times in but indifferent health, but at present thank God, I 
am well. My eyesight is much impaired and other symptoms 
of old age coming on more rapidly than could be wished, but 
these things are unavoidable and without remedy, we must be 
content, I have long been heartily tired of this country, and 
would be glad to be out of it, but still hang on in hopes of hav- 
ing a trifle to enable me to not be entirely dependent on other 
means of ending my daj'S and some little provision for my little 
ones when I shall be gone. Ah ! how I would have enjoyed the 
pleasure of being with you and our friend Tod. I am just wait- 
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ing for a chance of fixing my family during my absence in order 
to pay a visit to the civilized world, and if possible I shall give 
you a call and endeavour to make an arrangement to settle for 
good and all. My opinion regarding the Columbia colonies you 
already know it is not changed. I have a brother in Richim- 
bucto who has commenced a little business a few years ago, I 
sent him a little assistance, he is still a bachelor, I wish he saw 
you, perhaps he would be induced to go up your way. Judging 
from his letters he is clever I have the utmost affection for him. 
The result of this years proceedings, on the coast is less 
favourable than last year, but still pretty fair, indeed ever since 
I have been in this quarter affairs have gone on as prosperously 
as could well be expected taking everything into consideration, 
indeed better than there was reason to anticipate. Yet I dont 
expect any personal advantage from it. As usual with us it is 
not he who labours most who is best rewarded. I had a letter 
from Frank, by which it appears as usual he has an abundance 
of promsies but nothing else as yet has been forthcoming. I 
regretted at one time that he did not cross the Mountains with 
the Doctor, it is better that he did not, as the Governor did not 
come out and nothing could have been done. I am now on my 
way to Vancouver but write this at present, as my stay may be 
very short, and so much on my hands, that there will not be a 
moment to spare. I omit no opportunity of writing you. I 
cant conceive how you missed getting my letter that you did 
not receive. Our friend Tod is superintending a newly estab- 
lished farm on an extensive scale at the Cowlitz and will no 
doubt give you all the Columbia news, — perhaps I may be able 
to add a little to this when I get there, In the meantime may 
God bless you with every happiness & prosperity is the sincere 
wish of 

My dear Ned 

Yours ever sincerely 

JOHN WORK. 
Edwd. Ermatinger Esq. 



